THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
sense that Britain is poor to-day, since she still can
wield that mightiest of weapons, the dominating navy
of the world. . . .
'From India, from Australia, from South Africa,
and from Canada, her sons returned laden with the
profits of newly-developed regions. Proprietorship
of those regions was thus bringing back its
gains. * . .
'After a bloody war in which Germany has barely
escaped the jaws of Russia, Great Britain emerges in
practical control of Persia, and in absolute control of
rich Mesopotamia, once the granary of the world,
easily made again its granary, and fabulously rich in
oiL . . .
*The tentacles of England extend everywhere, from
Halifax to Jamaica, from London to Capetown, from
Gibraltar to Siam; and those tentacles have a sensitive
power of suction/
One of the publications (date 1935) of the American
Foreign Policy Association which exists to put the
facts of the international situation before the Ameri-
can public, explaining a chart showing the difference
in possessions between the 'haves' and the 'have-nots',
says:
'The war to end war failed to solve the economic
problems that had been its root cause. For back of
national jealousies and desire for power is always the
pressure for more territory, greater resources, increas-
ing world markets. The chart shows the population
of the leading nations, and how much wheat, potatoes,
coal, steel, oil and cotton they produced in 1933. . . .
The chart shows why England has built up a great
empire of colonies from whom she can import the
22